From:	Scot Schickel & Mike Roberts
Re:		The Indian Showdown 

	Plans for the Indian Showdown have been completed, and we are very excited about our show.  We are extremely pleased that your band will be a part of our contest, and we feel that every band will leave Pontiac better than when they arrived.
	Please read the enclosed information carefully and feel free to call us with any questions that you might have.

School		815-844-6113, x299 (Scot) or 241 ()
Scot		cell 815-674-2355
Mike		cell 708-606-2970

Directions to Pontiac Township High School	1100 Indiana Ave
Pontiac is located right off of I55 on 116.  The school is on the NE side of town.  For specific directions and a map, click here: DIRECTIONS TO PTHS.
All bands should enter from the south on Elm Street off of Rt. 116.  Do not try to enter from the North.

Clinic Sessions
	In the afternoon, please note that two or three bands will be receiving a field workshop at the same time.  The fields are all located at the high school, or within walking distance of the HS,  (see the map for the exact location of each field).  This is an exciting opportunity for you and your students to receive some positive feedback on your field show.  Spectators that are not band personnel (parents and other roadies) are also welcome to watch all clinics.  (See the enclosed schedule of clinic times and locations).  Water refreshments will be provided following your clinic at the field.
	Please note that many bands have time between their clinic sessions and their performance time in the competition, so feel free to have your students observe other clinics.  These are not “closed” clinics – come watch, listen, and learn something!!!

Food
	There will be water available at all clinic sites.  In addition, our concession stand located at the stadium will be open all day for everyone beginning one hour before the first clinic.  Students, directors, and chaperones may enter the stadium at their convenience by showing their stamped hand at one of the pass gates.  Our boosters also offer a very nice array of free food for directors and their staffs in the Hospitality Room next to the Concession area.  **Note:  The hospitality area will be shut down for the judges meeting one hour prior to the start of the competition.  It will reopen when the contest begins.  

Video & Judge Comments
	Video of your show is available at High School Zoom. We will send out a link via remind once the show is done. This will also be live during the competition.   Judges comments will come via email at the end of the show.

Emergency Instrument Repairs
	The Music Shoppe representative will be present in the hospitality area for emergency needs throughout the competition times.  Thank you to the Music Shoppe for their donation of our percussion trophies for each class. 

Stadium Admission
	Going through our pass gate and showing their stamped hand will admit support staff and chaperones.  Hands will be stamped upon arrival on buses.  We would appreciate it if your chaperones could help us complete this project.  Chaperones will also be stamped so they may enter free of charge. Prices for others attending are: Adults  $7.00  Students & Seniors $4.00.  Each band will receive 10 passes for their pit crew helpers.

Awards Presentation
	The awards presentation will be held on the football field.  Trophies will be presented for each place in all three classes, as well as caption awards for Best Guard, Percussion, and Winds in each class.  There will be a Grand Champion trophy presented to the band with the most points overall, regardless of class, at the end of the evening.

Parking
	All bands will park in our student parking lot.  Everything is within walking distance from this parking lot.  There will be someone to inform you or your drivers as to your pit equipment.  There will be an area for unloading and loading near the entrance of the stadium.  

Warm-up Field
	The warm-up field is directly west of the high school.  Each band is scheduled for a fifteen-minute practice/warm-up session.  The practice field will have a monitor that will let you know when you have three minutes left on your time limit on this field.  We do not have any other penalties for this show, however it is important to stay on schedule for all that are involved. We expect all bands to watch their time closely on the practice field.  Please check the enclosed schedule for practice field and performance times. This field will be semi-lit after dark for your needs
Bands may also use the front (north) side of the school for physical or music warm-ups prior to their time on the practice field or when not on practice field or performance field.  You MUST face north, away from the school.  Please do not use the parking lot for warm-up.  Bands have also utilized a large area south of town at our rec plex during the day.  If you are interested, please contact us for directions and specifics.  
	There will be a guide to meet you at your buses approximately 30 minutes prior to your Practice field time.  They will direct you to all areas for your performance and back to your buses.  You may drive your grounded equipment to & from the entrance gate, and then you must move your equipment to the field from this gate.  Please note that no vehicles are allowed onto the track or stadium field, so you will have to have help to move your equipment to the front ensemble area from the gate.


Judging
Our scoring is divided 60% (Music), 40% (Visual) by five judges.  Two music judges are in the press box and one is on the field.  One visual judge is in the press box and one is on the field.  All five judges’ scores added together will be the band’s score for their performance.  In the case of a tie, the highest average of the scores from the three music categories will determine the final outcome.  In addition we have caption judges providing scores in the areas of percussion and auxiliaries.  Tabulations will be sent to you via email following the competition.  A paper copy will also be available to you following the competition on the front sideline.

Timing & Penalties
There will NOT be any timing penalties for the show, but please be considerate of the other bands performing.  Make sure that you are off the field in your allotted time.  Remember: entry and exit form the stadium is through the same gate.  This gate is located on the northwest corner of the stadium.  Judges will be on the west side in the press box.  You may exit the field to the southwest and troupe the stands toward the north continuing out the gate you entered or the front sidelines exit the gate you entered.

Clinic Fields
All bands may pull their equipment trucks near the clinic fields.  We will have someone available to assist you with this.  All bands should enter from the back of the field.  Front ensemble equipment will remain in front.  If you would like to use motorized vehicles for moving your equipment, you will be allowed access throughout our clinic fields.   Water will be provided by our Music Boosters for your students after each clinic at the field.

Rain
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the event of rain, the competition will be cancelled.  There will be no indoor competition.  This decision will be made as weather reports dictate.  The decision will be made before the first band performs.  Directors may contact Mike Roberts or Scot Schickel with questions in the event of the threat of rain.  Each director will be contacted when the final decision to cancel is made.













